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Proceedingto EstablishGuidelinesfor an
IntrastateUniversalFund.

) ORDER '_ .......
) GRANTING
) RECONSIDERATION

ThismattercomesbeforethePublic ServiceCommissionof SouthCarolina(the

Commission)on theMotion for Reconsiderationof OrderNo. 1999-221filed by

BellSouthTelecommunications,Inc. (BellSouth),andthePetitionfor'Rehearingand

Reconsiderationof that sameOrderfiled by theSouthCarolinaTelephoneAssociation.

Thegravamenof both theMotion andthePetitionis thatwe shouldreconsider'and

removefrom OrderNo. 1999-221areferenceto a$15.00chargethatcertainotherparties

havesuggestedwouldbeappliedto eachaccessline in theState.Bothdocumentshave

allegedthatthis Commissionshouldnot usethis referenceto supportourdecisionto

postponeournexthearingon theUniversalServiceFund (USF).This referenceis termed

an"erroneous"one.

Responsesto theMotion andPetitionhavebeenreceivedfrom theConsumer

Advocatefor theStateof SouthCarolina(theConsumer'Advocate),the Southeastern

CompetitiveCarriersAssociation(SECCA),MCI Corporation(MCI), andAT&T

Communicationsof the SouthernStates,Inc. (AT&T). Thegistof theresponsesis that

thereferenceto theaveragechargeof $15.00or moreper'accesslinepermonthdoesnot

appearasafinding of fact in OrderNo. 1999-221,but only thattheOrderstatesthis as
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the position of the Joint Movants. Since no finding of fact in this regard was made, the

responses assert that no reconsideration of the Order' is necessary.

We have reexamined our Order No. 1999-221, and agree with the responses that

no finding of fact was made with regard to the alleged $15.00 or more charge per access

line. We merely attempted to state a position proffered by the Joint Movants. The

"$15.00" statement was not really used to support our conclusion to postpone the USF

hearing. Further, we do not believe that inclusion of the position of the Joint Movants

prejudiced any party.

However, having said all that, we hereby grant reconsideration anyway and we

hereby remove the reference to the $15.00 or more charge per access line. Since the

statement is not prejudicial, and since it was not used as a finding of fact to support our

conclusion in the previous Order', we see no reason to leave it in our Order if a party

objects to it. We do not believe that removing the statement harms or prejudices any

party. The reference to the $15.00 is therefore removed from Order No. 1999-221.
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This Ordershallremainin full forceandeffectuntil furtherOrderof the

Commission.

BY ORDEROFTHE COMMISSION:

Chairman

ATTEST:


